SHARON ARCHIVES
NEWSLETTER OF THE SHARON HISTORICAL SOCIETY SPRING 2018

MISSION STATEMENT
The Sharon Historical Society
& Museum collects, preserves
and shares Sharon’s stories,
building bridges between the
past,
present and future
through its collections, exhibitions, and programs.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
1.
2.
3.
4.
6.

Sharon Playhouse: Setting
the Stage
Recent News & Programs
Gallery SHS
Great Attic Classic
Collections Connections

Did you know?
The Sharon Historical Society & Museum is on the web
and Facebook. Get sneak
peeks of exhibits, new accessions, historical photos
from the collection & more!

Website:
www.sharonhist.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
sharonhistoricalsociety
Exhibits and Office Open
Wed—Fri: 12pm-4 pm
Sat: 10am-2pm
18 Main St.
P.O. Box 511
Sharon, CT 06069-0511
director@sharonhist.org
860-364-5688

SHARON PLAYHOUSE: SETTING THE STAGE
Our summer exhibit, “Sharon Playhouse: Setting the Stage” will look at the
storied history of the Playhouse through playbills, photos, reviews and assorted memorabilia from its nearly 70 year history. The exhibit will run
from July 7 through September 8 here at the historical society and can be
viewed Wednesdays through Fridays from 12 to 4 pm and Saturdays from
10am to 2pm. Come see a preview of the exhibit while you are at our tag
sale, the Great Attic Classic, the weekend of June 29 through July 1.
The origins of the Playhouse date back to the late 1920's when theaterloving Sharon residents formed a play-reading group. Initially they met for
their own entertainment, but soon the word had gotten around town.
Throughout the 1930’s and 40’s their audiences grew and grew and after the
war residents felt they needed a place to house these productions. In 1950
Helen Kingstead and Walter Winburn had the first season of what would
become the Sharon Playhouse at the SCAF Gallery (Sharon Creative Arts
Foundation).
By the second season, wellknown mystery writer Judson Phillips joined Helen and
Walter taking on several
roles in the organization: actor, director, producer and
benefactor. Judson would go
on to operate what would
become the Sharon Playhouse for several decades.
The SCAF Gallery soon was
not able to seat enough audience members for the popular theater group. In 1954 Photo of the Sharon Playhouse during their first
they organized and formed
season in the newly built theater in 1955
Community Plays, Inc. The
company sold 1600 shares at $50 a piece, raising $80,000 to construct a new
theater. The iconic red barn that would be dubbed the Sharon Playhouse
seated 374 when curtains opened on its first production, The Barretts of
Wimpole Street, in the summer of 1955. Over the years well-known actors
were in casts of shows at the Sharon Playhouse, sometimes early in their
careers, and sometimes after they had made names for themselves in TV,
Broadway, and movies.
Throughout the 1960’s & 1970’s the theater had a loyal local following.
When a fire broke out during a matinee one season the audience refused to
leave. Once, during a production of Gypsy when the electricity went out due
Continued on page 2
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to a storm someone drove a Camaro into the lobby, jacked it up and used the car’s brights to light up the stage. The
1980s and 1990s saw several local and outside companies come and go due to inability to stay financially selfsustaining. Nothing seemed to work. The Sharon Playhouse was too often dark.
In 1999 Tri-State Center for the Arts, better known as “TriArts” purchased the theater. Their first season in the Sharon Playhouse saw productions of Grease and Guys and Dolls (starring Barry Williams of "The Brady Bunch"). In the
past decade the Playhouse has undergone quite a bit of growth and change. There are two stages, cabaret nights after
select shows, a children’s theater, and an assortment of shows and events. The 2018 season includes productions of Anything Goes, All Shook Up, Barefoot in the Park, and Always…Patsy Cline.
Our upcoming exhibit on the history of the Sharon Playhouse will bring you down memory lane. The exhibit is free
and open to the public. We will be planning an exhibit reception and a program, so keep an eye out for announcements
on the particulars of both.

Congratulations to Carol Ascher, Marge Smith
and all who worked on our 2017 exhibit
“A Chance for Land & Fresh Air” for receiving the
Connecticut League of History Organizations
Award of Merit

Recent Programs
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Gallery SHS
Paintings by Robert Patrick Coombs

Northlight Art Center 8th
Annual Student Show

(February 3 – March 16, 2018)

(March 24 – May 4, 2018)

The doldrums of winter were brightened by our
first show of the season, a solo exhibition by Robert
Patrick Coombs. an award winning artist and parttime Sharon resident. Painting in both acrylics and
oils, Mr. Coombs style can best be described as mix
of contemporary impressionism and realism.

The Gallery was filled with diverse artworks
created over the past year by Northlight Art
Center students, including drawings, pastels,
watercolor, acrylic and oil paintings representing a wide range of
subject matter. Northlight Art Center was
founded in 2010 by artist Pieter Lefferts. NAC,
originally located in
Sharon and now operating in Amenia, it offers
art classes for all ages
taught by working professional
artists
in
“Dustpan”
drawing, painting, phoby Jan Stone
tography and more.

Places I Remember...

“Little Boots by the Fire”
by Robert Patrick Coombs

Ellen Moon: A Sense of Place
(May 12 – June 22, 2018)

Upcoming Shows
July 14–August 24
“Farm to Table”
Juried Exhibition & Sale
September 8–October 19
“Art of Alison Palmer ”
Exhibition & Sale
October 27 –December 14
“Anything Goes!”
Juried Exhibition & Sale

Ellen Moon, a resident of Cornwall, is a versatile and accomplished artist. Her work
has three strands—fiber, watercolors, and
costumes. The strands are interlaced by her
love of the natural world. The centerpiece
of this exhibition at Gallery SHS is “365
Days”, a series of plein air field paintings
which is a monumental achievement of watercolor jewels, painted
in one field over the course of 365
days. On June 10, she elucidated her
process at our “Artists Talks!” event,
and donned the giant puppet sculpture
from the exhibit in a celebration dance
on the society grounds
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July 4th weekend festivities have never been
more exciting in Sharon when the Sharon
Historical Society & Museum presents its
long-awaited biennial Great Attic Classic, the
truly splendid tag sale and silent auction.
The event kicks-off on Friday evening, June
29, from 6-8 pm with an early buying cocktail party under the big tents on the museum
grounds. Featuring our famous hors d’oeuvres (catered by friends of the Sharon Daycare Center) and plenty to whet your whistle,
the evening will be a feast for the eyes and
the palate. A special feature of Friday’s party
will be the “Silent Auction” tent, which will
showcase a select group of the crème de la
crème of the sales items. The evening will
culminate with the climax of the silent auction ending at 7:50 pm, so don’t miss the excitement. Tickets to the party are $45 per
person before 5 pm on June 28, $55 at the
door. All proceeds support the museum.
If you’re not a party-goer, there is always
plenty of selection under the tent as the sale
resumes on Saturday from 9am-3 pm. On
Sunday the sale continues from 9am-1pm.
This popular event is presented every two
years by the Sharon Historical Society & Museum and is a chance to acquire treasures
large and small during three very busy days. The Historical Society & Museum reports that this year's
donations have been as top notch as ever.
As usual The Great Attic Classic tents will be filled to the
brim with antiques, new home décor, lamps, jewelry,
lighting fixtures, framed original art, prints, china, glassware, furniture, rugs and linens and more. The Great
Attic Classic sale has been long regarded as the best
tag sale of the summer. This year will live up to all expectations, with donations
For information and to purchase tickets to the Opening
Night Cocktail Party, visit www.sharonhist.org to buy online. call 860-364-5688 to pay by credit card
over the phone, or stop in during our regular business hours.
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COLLECTIONS CONNECTION

The Curse of No Cursive
By Marge Smith, Curator
Those of us who went to grammar school before the days of computers and smart boards must remember
the pride and frustration of learning to read and write in cursive. We bemoan the loss of that skill, although it is still being taught to third graders in
some schools. But, do they stick with it? Sadly, most
don’t, and that’s a scary thought for the future study
of history.
Two recent additions to the SHS archives have really driven this point home. One is an 18th century
register of meeting minutes and vital records of the
Congregational Church. The other is five sweet
thank you letters written by third grade students at
Sharon Center School to the Cafeteria Helpers who
had served them a special turkey dinner just before
Christmas, 1954.
The letters are painstakingly printed, by hand, in
pencil, on lined paper, in large clear letters. Not in
cursive, and all clearly legible. The ledger, on the other hand, is filled with flowing cursive, some simple
and neat, some elaborate, and some very hard to decipher–typical of the diverse writing styles of adults,
and of the earlier standards of the mid-to-late 18th century. But the letters and the ledgers are now equally historical artifacts, and as such are sources of
valuable information about the times in which
they were written.
With a good bit of practice over the years, I’ve
learned to read 18th century script as easily as if
it were printed by those SCS students. I grew up
writing cursive anyway, so it’s not too hard to
do. The third graders who proudly get their Cursive License today have no idea of the significance of that skill, and most of them will forget it
soon anyway.
I work with the third graders in Kent, where I
live, on a few history projects each year. I make
sure to ask them about their Cursive License, and
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then ask how many of them like history. Quite a few hands go up. The next question is, “Would any of
you like to grow up to be an historian like I am?” A couple of hands go back up eagerly. So I show them
a handwritten document from the really old days and ask if they can read it. Their little faces fall. Then
I tell them that they can do it if they practice! Smiles again, and that’s good!
But it is a serious worry. Two summers ago, I had a college history intern working for me, sorting
through a 20th century family’s large collection of letters. He finally admitted that he was really struggling with the writing that you and I read with ease. So we talked about the implications for future historians if they can’t comprehend the unique handwritten documents that make up so much of the
world’s historical resource. He hadn’t thought of that and was concerned, but in the end, he wasn’t too
worried – “There’ll be an app for that,
Marge.” I wonder…. and pray that
he’s right.
According to a recent CBS news report, ten states have considered legislation to add cursive writing to the
curriculum. If that does indeed happen, we in the history world will
breathe a collective sigh of relief!
By the way, our great SHS volunteers
have photocopied that very fragile old
ledger, and our college intern put the
copies into a binder. You’re welcome
to come browse through it. Also, if
you have the skill of reading the old
writing and would like to volunteer
your time here once in a while, we
have other ledgers and letters that
could use some transcription. Those
transcriptions will then be added to
our website so that the details in our
otherwise digitally unsearchable archives can be shared.

Millie Rick in Memoriam
(1919-2018)

This spring we lost a dedicated volunteer, Millie Rick. She spent countless days helping us here at the society over the years. On Saturday, July
7 at 3pm there will be a memorial for her here at the Sharon Historical
Society & Museum. Join us to celebrate her memory and to dedicate a
memorial tree planted for her on our grounds.

SHARON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
18 MAIN STREET
PO BOX 511
SHARON, CT 06069-0511

