SELF GUIDED TOUR OF HISTORIC SHARON BURYING GROUNDS
(HILLSIDE CEMETERY)

Welcome to Hillside Cemetery, Sharon’s primary place of burial since December
11th, 1739. Also known as the Historic Sharon Burying Ground, it is an active
cemetery, with our very own Hillside Stoners here every week cleaning stones. We
have an active adoption program called Adopt-a-Grave which funds our efforts.
This self-guided tour will introduce you to several of our Hillside residents whose
graves are marked with bright green ribbons. The tour begins in the upper portion
of the cemetery which is the oldest sections. Follow the map and look for the
black stakes with bright green ribbons.

The first portion of this tour focuses on design elements that can be found on
stones throughout the burying grounds. The second portion highlights African
American men from Sharon who volunteered to fight in the Civil War. More
information about them and their regiments can be viewed at Sharon Historical
Society and Museum’s current exhibition Blood, Sweat, and Service. Open hours
are Wednesday to Friday from 12:00 - 4:00 and Saturdays from 10:00 — 2:00.
Thanks to Jake Fricker for researching stone designs and motifs and to Cooper
Sheldon for creating a legible map!
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NAME AND TOUR #

APPROXIMATE LOCATION

SYMBOL/DECORATION

#1 Smith, Thomas et al

Old section by table stones

Floral carvings had various
symbols, depending on the
kind of flower being carved,
The lily represented innocence,
purity and marriage. The fleur
de lis was ardor and passion.
Marigolds in Victorian times
meant grief and despair or
jealousy, Daisies stood for
innocence, youth, and
gentleness, Poppies meant
eternal rest and consolation,

#2 Sarah Day

Old section on right side of
path, about halfway

A winged face was the effigy
of the soul of the deceased,
reminding viewers that life is
short and death inevitable. The
epitaph for Sarah poignantly
reflects this symbol. She died
in childbirth and “in the same
day became a mother and a
corpse”.

#3 Rockwell, Hannah

Behind chapel

Weeping willows symbolize

Rice, Betsy mourning and earthly sorrow.
Smith, Lydia It is one of the most common
symbols in the cemetery.
#4 Roberts Left side of the path, close to | Ivy and oak

the chapel.

Ivy was a symbol of
immortality (evergreen),
friendship and loyalty. Oak
was a symbol of strength
stability and honor. Tt would
also support the ivy vine.

#5 King, William Taber

Middle section to right of
path

Urn and drapery depicted the
vessel of the soul or the
repository of the ashes of the
dead. 'The drapery was there to
protect the ashes of the dead.
A fringed drape symbolized
the view between life and
death. A drape without fringe
symbolized the discarding of
earthly garments as the
deceased moves from this
world to the next.




#6 Reed, Samuel

Right side of lowest pathway

A broken column indicates a
life cut short, a sudden death
and the line of succession in a
family being broken. Charles
Reed died at the age of 30.

#6 Reed, Mary

Right side of lowest pathway

Cross and drape of Mary Reed.
Her sister Anna has an anchor
and drape, so one sister has a
symbol of Christianity and one
of hope and faith. Their
brother got the broken
column!

#7 Smith, Charles and Harriet

Left side of lowest pathway

Hands clasped are a symbol of
the bond between a married
couple. Note the longer
epitaph on Chatles’ grave. He
died first!

#7 Smith, Baby

Left side of lowest pathway

Finger pointing upwards to
heaven. This stone is difficult
to read but seems to be a child
who died at birth.

#7 Hotchkiss Family

Prominent monument on the
left side of the path and close
to Millerton Rd.

Urn and drape

#8 African American Soldiers
Bush, Henry

Bush, William

Davis, Jesse W

Parrett, William

Carl, James

Walk about halfway down
the lowest path, graves are
on the left side

See part 2 of tour




Part Il

Civil War regiments were segregated and when African American men or any man
of color volunteered to serve in the war, they were assigned to a “colored”
regiment and the term was part of the regiment’s official title. Connecticut’s
regiment was the 29t Regiment Connecticut Volunteer Infantry (Colored). The
majority of African American men from Sharon served in the 29t but other men
served with regiments in the northeast as well, including the 14" Rhode Island
Heavy Artillery (Colored) and the 54" Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry
(Colored).

Jesse W. Davis was born in South Carolina. We don’t know if he was ever
enslaved. He was married, had two children, was living in Salisbury, and working
as farmer when he enlisted on January 5, 1864. He was assigned to Company F in
the 29t Regiment. Jesse survived the war and mustered out in October 1865.
However, he died less than a year later in May of 1866. He must have married into
the Simons family of Sharon because he is listed on the Simons (George and
Diana) family marker as their son-in-law. Jesse W. Davis is noted on the African
American Civil War Memorial in Washington D.C.

James Carl was born in Salisbury and lived in the Ellsworth area of Sharon where
he worked as a farmer. He and his wife Emily Foote were married in 1856 and had
three children together. James enlisted on December 22, 1863, and served with
the 29" Regiment Company E. He survived the war and returned to Connecticut in
October of 1865. James died in 1870. His wife Emily moved to Amenia after his
death, where she worked as a laundress.

William Parrett (Parritt) enlisted the 54" Regiment Massachusetts Infantry
(Colored) on July 14", 1863, just days before the deadly assault on Fort Wagner on
Morris Island, South Carolina. The 54t Massachusetts was one of the first
volunteer regiments established for African Americans in New England and drew
men from as far away as Canada and the Caribbean. The Massachusetts regiment
was stationed in South Carolina and was ordered to attempt to take the Fort



Wagner (Wagner Battery) on Morris Island, which was guarding nearby
Charleston, SC. The attempt failed and nearly 50% of the men participating in the
assault were killed or wounded. Despite the failure, the 54" earned great respect
for their bravery and Sgt. William Carney was later awarded the Medal of Honor in
1900. The story of the 54" Massachusetts was depicted in the 1989 film Glory
starring Denzel Washington and Matthew Broderick.

It is unlikely that William Parrett participated in the assault on Ft. Wagner, but he
was sent to Morris Island, South Carolina where he died of disease on January 14,
1864, where he died of disease - just 6 months after enlisting.

Henry Bush has been a difficult soldier to locate. His date of death is September
23,1862, which was early in the war and prior to the establishment of African
American regiments in the northeast. A Connecticut Adjutant General’s report
shows that Henry and his brother William were assigned to the 14" Regiment
Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (Colored), but that regiment did not begin recruiting
until 1863 and Henry had already passed in 1862. In 1897, Henry’s father Richard,
applied for a military pension as a dependent under Henry’s name. The form lists
Henry as having served with the 11* Regiment U.S. Colored Troops Heavy Artillery.
The 11t Regiment has a convoluted history, was combined with other units, and
underwent several name changes before becoming the 11" Regiment of U.S.C.T.
We have not been able to determine when and where Henry actually served.
Henry is listed on the Sharon Civil War Monument.

William Bush was Henry’s younger brother. William was assigned the 14" Rhode
Island Regiment Heavy Artillery (Colored), Company B in Providence. RI. His time
as a soldier was very brief. He enlisted on August 13, 1863, was mustered in on
September 14, 1863, and died in Providence on September 29, 1863, though
military records give a death date of October 4, 1863. William’s gravestone is
inscribed that he served with the 14™ Regiment Connecticut, but military and
pension records show William as serving with the 14th Rhode Island Heavy
Artillery (Colored). Perhaps the stone mason assumed that a soldier from
Connecticut had to be serving with a Connecticut regiment.

William is listed on the Sharon Civil War Monument.



